Komen Portland Race for the Cure(
Fundraising Tips & Sample Pledge Donation Letter
“Never think you need to apologize for asking someone to give to a worthy cause, any more than as though you were giving him/her

an opportunity to participate in a high-grade investment.

The duty of giving is as much his as is the duty of asking yours.”

-- John D. Rockefeller, Jr.

Fundraising 101

1. The main reason people don’t contribute: NOBODY ASKED THEM!

2. Nobody ever gives up their last dollar – they will tell you if it’s too much.

3. Make it personal. People don’t give to institutions. They give to the person who asks them. Communicate your reason for participating in the Komen Portland Race for the Cure(, and share your story with potential donors.

4. Don’t apologize for asking. You are providing an opportunity for a potential donor to support you, a great cause, the Race, and the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation –a leading catalyst in breast cancer research.

5. Remember that you aren’t asking for money for yourself. Pledge money will benefit many individuals and provide free mammograms for women who may otherwise not get them.

6. Don’t get discouraged. If you aren’t getting any “nos,” you aren’t asking enough! Or maybe you’re just that GOOD!

7. ASK!
ASK!
ASK!
ASK!
ASK!
ASK!
ASK!
ASK!
ASK!
ASK!
ASK!

Fundraising Tips & Tactics

1. Before asking for a pledge donation, know something about the person you’re asking. Has he/she been affected personally by breast cancer? Is he/she a Race participant?

2. Figure out what amount is appropriate to ask individuals for before you ask. 

3. START NOW! But remember, it’s often easier to actually collect the pledge as you get commitments prior to the Race. After an event people are often harder to track down; if they’re willing to give their pledge donation up front, it will save you time later.

4. Don’t forget to ask all the people you’ve sponsored for various activities over the years. Remember that woman in accounting who was selling her child’s cookies?

5. DO AN EMAIL LETTER-WRITING CAMPAIGN! See the attached sample letter; revise it to fit your situation and add your personal story.

6. Hang a Race poster and a few brochures at your desk or on your fridge at home. People will ask about them; be prepared to tell them how important the Race is to you and ask them to support you with a pledge.

All pledge money should be sent to: Komen Portland Race for the Cure(, 1411 SW Morrison, #290, Portland, OR 97205.  To be considered for the Grand Prize and/or team fundraising prizes,

all pledge money must be received by October 17th, 2003.  All team pledge donations must be sent together in one envelope to count toward team fundraising prizes.

SAMPLE PLEDGE DONATION LETTER

Date

Name 

Address

City, State, Zip

Dear Name,

Hello! I’m writing to tell you about an adventure I’ve committed to this fall!  I’ve registered to participate in the Komen Portland Race for the Cure( on September 14th. The Race benefits the Oregon & SW Washington Affiliate of the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation and supports the Komen Foundation’s mission of eradicating breast cancer as a life-threatening disease by advancing research, education, screening and treatment.

Last year’s Portland Race was the most successful ever – more than 42,000 women, men and children participated and helped raise more than $1.7 million for the fight against breast cancer!  And while a number of strides have been made in breast cancer research and treatment, the fact remains that approximately one in eight women will be diagnosed with breast cancer during her lifetime.  And although much less common, men also get breast cancer.  That’s why I’m racing for a cure.

The Race is especially important to me because…(insert personal story here).

You can join me in my fight against breast cancer without even breaking a sweat!

Would you please consider a $50 pledge to support my effort & the Komen Foundation?

Your contribution is tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.

Thank you for taking the time to read and consider this opportunity. Please contact me if you have any questions, want to learn more about the Komen Portland Race for the Cure(, or if you’d like to join me on September 14th!

Sincerely,

Your Name

